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Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, my name is Terry Kendrick. | am here
on behalf of the Montana Indian Education Association. The Montana Indian
Education Association is the largest Indian Education organization in Montana -
with 400 members including teachers, tribal leaders, school board members,
students, state education leaders.

MIEA urges your support of funding to ensure the educational success of at-risk
students, to close the educational achievement gap, and to continue the
important work of Indian Education for All.

Research from the American Youth Policy Forum shows that educational
attainment is one of the surest ways to alleviate poverty. People with a high
school diploma earn about $10,000 more a year than high school dropouts.
People with a bachelor's degree earn about three times more than dropouts. In
2001, only 55% of young adult dropouts were employed compared with nearly
three fourths of high school graduates.

As a community, state and nation we fail when we let students fall through the
cracks. We support the 3% increase in funding to address the needs of at-risk
students.

We also support the 3% increase in achievement gap funding. In 2003,
American Indian students were an average of 3 years behind their White peers
in Reading and Math in Montana. Over the past 5 years, American Indians
represent only 11.5% of the total 7-8 school enroliment, but accounted for 71.9%
of the dropouts and while American Indian students are 10% of the total high
school enroliment, they account for a quarter of the dropouts.

An important component in Montana’s educational system that is also outlined in
our state’s Constitution is Indian Education for All. This is a part of the definition
of a quality education to ensure that all Montana’s students learn about the
important heritage and contributions of Native people.

We certainly support the 3% increase but we would like to see an increase from
the current amount budgeted of $20.00 ANB to $40.00 per ANB. Montana has
been a national leader in Indian Education for All. The strides we've made in the
past few years are remarkable but now is not the time to go backwards.

Thank you.

Terry Kendrick




.

; ; =
2007-08 Criterion Refe e

.

.

. .
P LUUGL .
.

.

o
7

-
gl

Q

= o

@
.
N

s

-
.
_

L

.

- -
.

-
s
o
.
. -

e

prings,

i

.

- yw%\x\\N\\w\
. -
-
L

e

Gy

&

S

S
.
. .
-
-

e

. .
- .
- X

-
-

. .
\\M\\V -

.
o

. .
- - o
- N S i .
S s .
. T ey
.

, w\\\\\ .

.

N
11 A e
\«wm,,//ﬂﬂw & 5 2 S

. . ,
\\W\ . .

.. . . .

i

“BBS B Montana Office of Public Instruction « Linda McCulloch, Superintendent « www.opi.mt.gov
. _ - a0 . i

L
aia

-

s

=

-

..
s .
g

=

.

o




; o i
8 Criterio

2007

0 n

By reservati

= .
.

e

.

G

-

o

i

.

-

-
e

.
-

it
o

.

-
.

.
.

-

.

o

o

i
G

-

- .
w0
.
=
e
N
3

.

.
.

.

-

.

.

7

o
. o
o -
S
L
7 = L S
. -

P

L

-

= o

.

S

.
.
.

.
L

-

-

5

-
.

=

N
o

SN
R

S

.
e
.
i e
. .

-

S

S

S
-~ =
-
.
.

S

o

&
N

-

.

.
o - S

- S

=
o

o \\M\\\“

- Mw\mwwuwx

= .
.
-

X

.
.

.

N

N

o

\ .

-

_ ‘
Superintendent « www.opl.mt.gov.

o

oy
“ i

¥

Montana Office of Public Instruction + Linda McCulloch

...
. W%/Www\\ -
.

///mex\\w\wwx\w .
-

.

-
o

v .
N e
s

S

s
e
L

S

o

S i
.

.

s

i

o

o

5

-

i

.

-

=

.

.

s

-
=
Lo

..




